
 

 

 

 

CAPTURING LEGIBLE 

FINGERPRINTS 



FINGERPRINTS
U.S. Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Criminal Justice Information Services Division

Proper Capture of Plain Fingerprint Impressions

Incorrect

Image printed too low in 
block.

Image protrudes into 
neighboring fingerprint 
block.

Incorrect

Image captured at an 
angle.

Incorrect

Image captured 
horizontally.

Correct

Entire image printed in the 
center of the block.

Correct

Capture image in a vertical 
upright position.

Correct

Image captured at an 
appropriate angle.
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Capturing Legible Fingerprints
Proper Capture of Image within Fingerprint Block

Proper Orientation of Rolled Fingerprint Impressions



Incorrect

Indicates dry, rough skin.
Fingerprint ridge detail not visible.

Incorrect

1)	 Delta needs to be 
present in a Loop 
pattern.

Incorrect

Correct

Worn ridge detail may be improved with the following:

1)  Ridge Builder
2)  Corn Huskers Lotion
3)  Lotion containing Aloe Vera
4)  Massage finger to force blood to fingertips

Correct
1)	 Roll finger in a smooth continuous motion from nail 

to nail.
2)	 Roll thumbs towards subject. Roll fingers away 

from the subject.
3)	 Ensure entire first joint of the finger is in constant 

contact with the card.

Correct
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Incorrect

2)	 Deltas need to be present 
in a Whorl pattern.

White Lines/Cracks/Worn Ridges within Fingerprint Pattern Area

Roll Fingerprints Nail to Nail

Complete Pattern Area Not Present in Rolled Impressions

Loop WhorlLoop Whorl



Incorrect

1)  Do not apply excessive ink to the fingertip.
2)  Do not apply excessive pressure to the fingertip.
3)  During capture, turn subject’s wrist and simply guide the finger being printed.

Do not record multiple fingerprint images in a single fingerprint block.

Correct
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Multiple Images

Non Discernable Images/Smudges

Complete Pattern Area Not Present in Plain Impressions



 

 

 

 

FINGERPRINT ERRORS 



LEAVE BLANK 

A EASON FINGERPRINTED 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 

BACKGROUND CHECK 

~wJ~JJ.f 
LEFT FOUR°1fii;,c;'iiifs TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY 

TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION IN BLACK FBI LEAVE BLANK 
LAST NAME NAM FIRST NAME MIOOLE NAME 

us 
'IUUANO. OCA 

"\Q. 
FBINO. FBI 

iv\ct 
AP.MEO FORCES NO. MNU l .... ~ 
SOCIAL SECURITY NO. SOE 

MISCELLANEOUS NO. MNL1 

"'\"" 

...... 
3. R. MIOOl'.°E' 

8. LMIOOLE 

OCCGOOl®Jo1 00 
USCG !Ml SRVCS HQ DATE OF BIRTH DOB 

.AAl..lNGiOO. VA. 
Monlh O•Y Yoor 

03illf.49 
SEX RACE HGT. WGT. ~YES HAIR PLACE OF BIITTH POB 

M w SOB 210 GRN GRY CT 

LEAVE BLANK 

CLASS 

These prints done electronically, 2nd 
card removed as it is identical. 
Incomplete or truncated captures, 
printout exceeded card size on 
reference prints. 

REF. 

5.R.LlnLE 

:·l::O~lffoOUA FINGERS TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY 
, C.. I !;,: 
l ' • 

-

-

CLAlexander1
Highlight



lEAVE BLANK 

. , 
q(AScJN t 1"4Ut.Kr'KIN1t:LI 

"LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES" 

c 111ZeNsH1P ru t/S A 

FBI NO. ElJ 

ARMED FORCES NO . M1:ill 
"USCGAUX" . ~ . .. 

MISCElLANEOUS NO. MNU 

LEAVE 8lANK 

{) CCGOOrmoo 
:LI'S COAST GUARD 
CHESAP'!EA.KE, VA 

OAIE OF BIRTH 008 
Monlh Oay Y•or 

/L7 9 /956 

CIASS 

REF. 

' · R. RING 

LEAVE BLANK 

F/P not too bad, 1st Card R. 
Thumb looks like slap vice roll. 
Some pressed too hard. Race/ 
hgt/hair info incorrect. 

.. · .. 

CLAlexander1
Highlight



LEAVE BLANK 

>A 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT P\JRPOSES ONLY 

;,,~ 
... : 

TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION IN BLACK 
LAST NAME~ FIRST NAME MIDOlE NAME 

L~AVE BLANK 

OCCGOOlOO 
.USCG-lNV SRVCS HQ DATE OF BIRTH DOB 

ON 
'-IA Month Ocy--Yoot 

""""'".,.,_.,-.,....-----+---ARUNGJl..----.---· ..... v._~ ________ o_z. .;i r Ci 2-
cm{jz.eNsHAIP c_rz_ fil RACE HGT. ~ ~ HAIR PLACE OF BIRTH POB 

YOUR NO. QCA 

FBI NO. FBI 

MISCELLANEOUS NO. Mbill 

l .1HUM8 

r>1 tJ 5-/o /.Y'S ~ R-<e.."°i;J "7£~h'~YI C/ 

CLASS 

REF. 

1 

LEAVE BLANK 

Additional Errors this card: 
Fingers not oriented properly. 
Fingerprints outside box. 

,,, ·:>, 

" ••. 7-_;., r.:'··"'·;'fic;HT FOUR FINGHS TAKfN SIMULTAN°EOUSLY 
.·.-;..· . . : '· 

CLAlexander1
Highlight



LEAVE BLANK 

RE 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 

I R. IHUM8 . R. I 0 X 

6. 1. THUMB l. l. INDEX 

TYPE OR PRINT AU INFORMATION IN BLACK Efil LEAVE BLANK 
lASI NAME NAM f lRSI NAME MtODlE NAME 

f&I NO . t;AJ 

• R Ml 

8 . I. MIDO\E 

' CLASS 

RU. 

Wrote in "Leave Blank' area, Race 
and POB info incorrect (POB 
should list at minimum the state). 
Some Prints on both cards only 
partial. 

A. R. RING 

9, I. RING 10 . • ll l llE 

-
-

CLAlexander1
Highlight



r ~~~Ut!l\~1!. LEAVE BLANK 

RESIO£NCE OFPUSON,,...NGERPRINlED 

l..'J.lol ~\<..Q_ -"~ 

ii 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 

1. R. THUM& 

6 . l. THUMB 7. l. IND EX 

TYPE OR PRINT Al l INFORMATION IN BLACK f.fil LEAVE BlANK 
lASI NAME NAM FIRST NAME MIOOlE NAME 

CITIZENSHIP CTZ 

~ 
YOUR NO. OCA 

FBI NO. FBI 

ARMED FORCES NO. MNU 

MISCEUANEOUS NO. MNU 

3. R. MIDOlE 

9. l. MIDDLE 

DCCGOOJ.00 
USCG-INV SRVCS HQ 
ARUNGTON.VA 

ill. 

t=" 

DATE O F BIRTH 008 
Mcnlh Doy--Yoar 

01 O>~ ~~-
PIACE OF 81RIH POB 

l:t ~ ~O(l· 

CIASS 

F/P "slaps" or plain impressions, 
not rolled nail-to-nail. Race, 
HGT info improper (both cards) 

REF. 

A. R. RING 

9. l. RING 10. l. llTllE 

.. 
~r~,~~:~ 

l~ ·~·.!~···· . 
-,'C;~~ Rll,'tjJ. '~:~ • 

..;.L.J l\/:f'[ o;.~' I 1'f::tfUR FINGERS TAKE~· EOUSLY 
. . ~~: ,·'· 

CLAlexander1
Highlight



,. Alll'Ul:Al\IY 
LEAVE BLANK TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION IN BLACK El! LEAVE BLAN K 

lAST NAME NA~ 

CITIZENSHIP CTZ 
U5A-

YOUR NO. OCA 

Fii i NO, Efil 

" ARMED FORCES NO. MNU 

iEAsO SOCIAL SECURITY NO. SOC 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 
MISCEllANEOUS NO. ~ 

FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME 

DCCGOOlOO 
USCG-INV SRVCS HQ 
ARLINGTON, VA 

ill 
JM 
~ I .l!fil 
k) 5-10 

~ 

/Y~ a1 
DATE OF 81UH O_QB 
( ~on'.n ooy 11ar ) 

~ I PLACE Of 81~TH POB 

ff.ii) YT<U-cJH~c,,, c.r 
LEAVE BLANK 

ClASS 

RH. 

DOB not fi lled out, eye color not 
properly filled out (BLK, BLU, BRO). 
Multiple images R-Mid; R-Ring. 
Complete Patterns not present in L. 

c=::===========:::;============::::::=::;=:::==========:_.=:=;===1 Little, H. A ing. 

G) 
3. R. MIDDLE 

8. l. MIDDLE 10. l.llntE 

·."~,~~~~ · ~· y. 

:J ·,·,;: ~· 
=·'-"'·~· -. .~iit~~-

LEFT FOUR F1NCERS TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSi-:\'~~ .. .,:'. 
.I..... • .::/·:~:.:. ..... :.:. 

l. Tl<UMB 

CLAlexander1
Highlight

CLAlexander1
Highlight

CLAlexander1
Highlight



~~J!~.~.9.~o~T LEAVE BLANK 

f'D.258 (REV.3-HO) 111(){X)46 

IA 

REAsi 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 

. ,,_,~~1r~ii 

8. L,lliUMB 
i~~dl 

7. L:lilt~;~_::c; 

TYPE OA PRINT ALL INFORMATION IN BLACK FBI LEAVE BLANK 
I.AST NAME NAM FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME 

OCCGOOl OO 
USCG mY SRVCS .HQ DATEOFBIITTH DOB 

ARUJ'!GTOO.VA Month Day Vonr 

i ,z. ,;·.; 

Vt\ w HGT. WGT. Pl.ACE OF BIRTH POB 
~ 'L 2.. Zo /V.:' _, i..~/-

CITIZENSHIP CTZ 
v~ A 

OCA 

FBI 

MNU 
CLASS 

Excellent prints, however Race, 
eyes & hair wrong. Handwriting 
could be better. 

MISCELLANEOUS "'"0· MNU 

~I: 
~'§!J~-,? 

~fl!~ 
3. R.MlDDL~~iwi&~~y 

.~~l~A 
8. LMIOOl:~~$;;~~.:f:~ 

t~n.iuMB 
~~~: ·1, 

~-.;? 

R.THury{ 
.. ;": 

REF. 

·r:tl!~,: 
~,,,~=~~~ 

4.R. Rli4t1c~~·· 

·.~;·. 
!J~i:.ti~. 
~;~~~. -vf;;J=· .. ·-
{~ 
~ .-. ~~-::li;>;• 
:~~~.l~-:D_'t~ 
·~~w~ 

":-J?>'fP'>".'. .... ;; . ~~· 

-~~J~~i~ ~~~ . -~: .. ·~'X·,i'~·· -"~ 
·~!~~~~~~~:~. ·.~;~J~f~~~ 

-~h . ·::·%.~~~'(.',':. .~-~~·;·:.~· 
~~- ·::.~-.'.:)·,;·..:·· '·\;•'<'~~·~ . 
. ! •. ~~t,Z .. "~?·;·~~::'.>· ~i~f~~\_;. 

: '''$~{¥-r RIGHT FOUR° FINGERS TMEN Sl~~:cy$.\,v 
't.~ ... ~ ._.~;y: ::~·~st":·· . ·:"~&~,,;~: \\':~1 

c.., 

CLAlexander1
Highlight


