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Twasô the night before training and all through the boats,  
Coasties were stirring and making their notes;  
With the AUX boats filled and ready to go,  
To help teach the Coasties what they needed to know;  
As the Coast Guard piped taps and readied for bed,  
The Auxiliarists stayed up searching their heads;  
How to support two-boat training and boardings run wild  
While others prepared to teach CPR for a child;  
As the holidays grew near and excitement spread óround,  
Auxiliarists were busy making food by the pound;  
Feeding our Coasties their holiday meals,  
To our Auxiliary was a high priority deal;  
So with money from pockets complete of their own,  
Our gracious Auxiliarists cooked grand meals in our home;  
As December grew close the kids jumped with joy,  
Because thanks to the AUX each kid got a toy;  
And the cheer for the children did not stop there,  
A party, too, was thrown showing how much the AUX care;  
A new year began, winter to spring  
And Auxiliary planned new adventures theyôd bring;  
With standing watch, vessel inspections and AOR runs  
Auxiliary still found help for donations of funds;  
And of course open house was an over-all win,  
And again the Auxiliary made time for our kin;  
Providing supplies for the new school year,  
Parents let rest any financial fears;  
So to wrap it all up into one if we may,  
There is one last thing the Coasties must say;  
Words canôt describe the appreciation we find  
For our Auxiliarists, Flotillas 56-59  
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Any member wishing to transfer, retire, disenroll, etc., must have all AuxData entries which they are 
listed on set to ñApprovedò status. This is normally done by the Division Information Services Officer
(SO-IS) of the memberôs Division, as many Information Flotilla Information Services Officer, FSO-IS 
have only Input authority but not Approval authority. 
 
A prime example might be a D7 member who travels North during the Summer months to escape the 
heat, or a member who, while on vacation outside of their normal area of responsibility AOR, visits a 
flotilla or division meeting where a workshop is given. That member will be listed on the 7039                
submitted to get credit for the training, but if the local IS officer fails to approve the entry into                       
AuxData the member will not be able to have any Human Resources (HR) requests approved until 
such time as the 7039 is approved by the flotilla where the workshop took place. 
 
AuxData Order Management (AOM) is another source for ñUnapproved Activitiesò. The AOM process 
starts with the coxswain or facility owner completing the AOM paperwork shortly after completion of 
the mission. The next step in the process is that the Order Issuing Authority (OIA) (normally an                   
Active Duty E-6 or higher) at Station or Sector approve the AOM submission for funding purposes. 
This OIA may not be available due to Temporary Duty Assignment (TDY) being on Leave, etc., and the 
AOM paperwork does not get approved immediately. Or possibly the member visits another                   
flotilla and is taken out on a mission as a ñGuestò and listed on the 7030 as Trainee. Once the OIA                   
approves the funding, the mission appears in AuxData where the IS officer who is tasked with                         
approving the mission must first scan the entry for errors (improper tasks selected, the entire crew            
carried on a ñTraileringò portion of the mission where only the driver was present, etc.). 
 
If the ñUnapproved Activityò cannot be found by the member recalling where they might have been 
carried on a report and requesting that the missions be checked for approval status, the only recourse 
is to request that Operations Systems Center (OSC) assign a programmer to search through the                    
database for any activities where that memberôs name might appear and approve that activity. This 
requires a CGFIXIT ticket to initiate, and as Active Duty needs take priority over the Auxiliary, might 
take several weeks to complete. 
 
Please encourage your IS officers to approve all AuxData entry categories (Unit, Boat, Air, and Radio) 
ASAP, or at least weekly. This will help to prevent the ñUnapproved Activitiesò pop-up preventing                   
action by the District Staff Officer-Human Resources, (DSO-HR), and Director of Auxiliary (DIRAUX) 
staff. 

Have You Ever Received This Message? 

What is Unapproved Activities? 

Submitted by Ed Duda, CG-BSX  

Flotilla 44 



Logins and Passwords?? 

From The National Help Desk 

(1) Your ñMember Zone Passwordò is required for access to many Auxiliary websites. These include the 
AuxDirectory, ShopAuxiliary, the National Testing Center (NTC), the Auxiliary Online Classroom and 
other Auxiliary Websites. To obtain or replace your Member Zone Password, go to the AuxDirectory 
(https://auxofficer.cgaux.org) and click on "Obtain or Change Password." You will be asked for your 
Auxiliary member ID and your email address. (Make sure you use "Tab", not "Enter" as you navigate 
that web page.) You will then be sent a validation email which will time-out in 15 minutes. (Check your 
Junk/Spam email folder, if necessary.) Responding to that validation email confirms that your email 
address is still valid and completes the process. If you miss the 15 minute window, simply repeat the 
process, generating a new validation email, and a new time limit. 
 
(2) The Auxiliary Learning Management System (AUXLMS) is a Coast Guard (non-Auxiliary)                              
controlled site which contains the online ñCore Trainingò (formerly known as "Mandated Trainingò) 
and some optional courses. The AUXLMS "Username" is our primary email address in AUXDATA, 
which cannot exceed 31 characters. For the initial password, click on "I forgot my password." AUXLMS 
passwords are 14 or more characters. (Allow for a delay for new members being added to the                                   
AUXLMS). Email address updates are NOT automated. If you've changed your email address in 
AUXDATA, you may wish to have it updated on the AUXLMS, via a ticket to the Auxiliary's National 
Help Desk. 
 
(3) The Help Desk (Support Center), uses commercial software, so a separate login procedure is used. 
You are automatically registered when you open your first Help Desk ticket. A temporary password is 
sent to you in an automated reply. This password ONLY applies to the Help Desk. 
 
(4) AUXDATA, the Auxiliaryôs information system of record, uses Usernames and initial passwords 
obtained via your District Staff Officer for Information Services (DSO-IS). Your Flotilla Commander 
must request such access in writing (email OK), with justification, to your DSO-IS. Data-entry access is 
usually restricted to Information Services (IS) officers. 
 
(5) The Auxiliary's "AUXDATA Order Management" (or AOM) system, is used by those involved in 
Boat Crew, Aviation and Telecommunications (mobile radio) operations ONLY. Usernames and initial 
passwords are the same as used for AUXDATA, if you have AUXDATA access. Not all members have 
access to AUXDATA; access is generally restricted to active duty and civilians employed by local 
DIRAUX offices, current IS officers, elected officers and appointed leaders at all levels with a need to 
use AUXDATA in fulfilling their position. To access AOM, you must first be entered as an AOM user by 
your local OIA. Your AOM user name will be e-mailed to your e-mail address as recorded in                      
AUXDATA. You then need to request a temporary password by going to the "New Account or Forgotten 
Password" link on the AOM site at AOM which will be e-mailed to you. 
 
(6) The AUXCEN, or www.ShopAuxiliary.com <http://www.ShopAuxiliary.com> , uses our Member 
ID and ñMember Zoneò password. But, to purchase items, an additional store account will be created 
with sign in access via any email address and a password.  

Submitted by Ed Duda, CG-BSX  

Flotilla 44 

https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/
http://www.shopauxiliary.com/
http://www.shopauxiliary.com/


Six Hundred and Fifty Awards for 2,500 District Seven Auxiliarists 

Time to Take A Break 

Submitted by Karen Miller, ADSO-MR 

Flotilla 11-1 

In 2014, COMO Weskerna contacted Karen Miller of Flotilla11-1 Clearwater and asked her to implement 

an award writing service for District 7. She accepted the job and immediately recruited Elaine Clark of 

Flotilla 11-10 Dunedin and Manny Sosa, Flotilla 11-1 Clearwater.  

Some background: With the intent of ever improving customer service, the District Seven committed to 
providing significant satisfaction to all members of the Seventh District Coast Guard Auxiliary by                         
creating professional quality citations for all Coast Guard Auxiliary authorized awards. The need for this 
initiative was based on District Commodore Bob Weskernaôs Seventh District Operational Plan in which 
he identified four strategic issues -recognition being one of those four.  
 
We have heard many times, ñawards are the only paychecks available to members within an organization 
of volunteers like the Coast Guard Auxiliary.ò It may be a clich®, but itôs also a truism. After a review of 
awards generated by Auxiliarists in the Seventh District for other Auxiliarists in the years prior to 2014, it 
looked like the trend was downward. Then, by linking member satisfaction to recognition of their efforts 
via formal awards, the conclusion could only be grim. COMO Weskernaôs Award Writers was begun to 
help reverse that trend. 
 
As the years went on assignments changed a little: Manny Sosa became District Awards Coordinator 
(DAC) and Karen Miller became Award Writers Team Leader. The team also took on another writer ï 
David Scott of Flotilla 38 Plantation.  
 
Among the four of them, 2,500 District Seven Auxiliarists received one or more of the 650 awards they 
wrote, reviewed, sought approval from the chain of leadership and the District Commodore submitted to 
the Coast Guard and followed through to get the award included in the memberôs ñjacketò and in 
AUXDATA.  
 
As of the end of 2019 with about 1,500 hours each devoted to awards, Karen Miller and Manny Sosa are 
stepping down to concentrate on other Coast Guard Auxiliary missions. 
 
However, David Scott, the DAC from 2019 onward has assembled a team of new writers plus he has the 
vast experience of Elaine Clark who will be staying with the team. So, get those award requests in to                 
District7Awards@gmail.com. The transition to the newer team and all the great award writing will be 
seamless. 

Auxiliary Meritorious                 
Service Award 

Medal of Operational                  
Merit  

Auxiliary Commendation                         
Medal  

Auxiliary Achievement                              
Medal  

Auxiliary Commandant                                                       
Letter of Commendation  

Coast Guard Meritorious                                          
Team Commendation  

mailto:District7Awards@gmail.com


Submitted by Otto Spielbichler,  

Flotilla 54 

Photo Credit: National Geographic 

HO! HO! HO!  TIS THE SEASON: MANATEE SEASON 

Itôs the season and they are among us again! They like sunshine and warm        

water. They move slowly and are looking for good places to eat, sleep and                        

socialize. No, they are not Snowbirds! Who are they?   Manatee!  Like us, they 

are mammals. Like us they have needs and are creatures of habit and that is 

why we find them in our waterways this time of year. 

Being a mammal, manatees like warm water. When the air cools, they head for 

the warmer waters in the shallows on either side of the ICW (INTRACOASTAL 

WATER WAY), in finger canals and places like the outfalls of power plants. As 

for their needs, manatees are vegetarians. They eat sub aquatic vegetation 

(SAV). Because of the color of the water in the ICW, sunlight can penetrate to ten feet of water. Ten feet of water or 

less is where SAV grow and that is where manatees go to feed. Manatees also like to rest and socialize in shallow wa-

ter. The sun warms them. Because shallow places with warm clean water and SAV are not everywhere, manatees 

habitually return to areas where they can satisfy their needs.     

Manatees are as huge as they are homely. Adult males grow to lengths of thirteen feet and weigh a half a ton.                    

Females and calves are smaller. While they have the shape of a torpedo, they are slow movers and their ability to 

hear an approaching boat is questionable. Problems occur because boaters, (see photo below) for different reasons 

than manatees, frequent the same places along the ICW but boaters can reduce the probability of collisions by doing 

the following. 

First, avoid areas of warm shallow water during the cool months in                      

Florida. If thatôs not possible, proceed at a slow speed as you move 

through these areas. You may find that many of these areas are                    

manatee zones during the months between November and March. Obey 

operations signs in manatee zones. Fines for violations in manatee 

zones are steep. Next, post a look out. Wearing polarized sunglasses 

will help spot manatees at or below the surface. Watch for floating              

vegetation. Manatees are opportunistic feeders and will eat floating 

vegetation. Donôt expect to always see a thirteen-foot, 1300-pound                

object in the water. Look for a snout as they surface to feed or breath. If they are resting or  nursing their young, a 

portion of a manatees back may be all that is visible at the surface.   



HO! HO! HO!  TIS THE SEASON: MANATEE SEASON 

They donôt always do these things on the surface but even if they do, they may be hard to spot because a manateeôs                          

coloration is sometimes similar to the color of the water. If you see a swirl on the surface of the water, a manatee                                

submerging after surfacing for a breath of air may have made it.   

Manatees are social animals. When you locate one manatee, there are a more nearby. Manatees travel in families. 

Young  manatee remains at a femaleôs side for a couple of years. Calves less than a year old may not survive without 

its mother  in spite of the fact that vegetation is available. 

If you see manatee in waters near your residence, do not feed them or drip fresh                         

water for them to drink. Both are good deeds but against the law. Manatees get fluids 

from the vegetation they eat or they drink surface water after a heavy rain.  Feeding 

manatees from a dock encourages manatees to look for food at that dock, or other 

docks. That puts them in the same areas as boats and increases the chances for inju-

ry (see photo in this paragraph). A manatee once nudged my foot aside and drank 

water dripping from an engine cover, I was rinsing with fresh water.  

Sick or injured animals should be reported 

to the Florida Fish and Wildlife                           

Commission or to the Coast Guard. (see 

propeller scars photo left) If you want to 

learn more about manatees try the Florida 

Wildlife Research Institute web page at 

http://floridamarine.org. or at The US Fish and Wildlife Service web site at 

www.fws.gov/notrhflorida/Manatee/manatee.htl. Then there is the Save 

The Manatee Club  at 1- 800- 432- JOIN.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Take time to visit the new Discovery Center located at Florida Power and Light Eco  Discovery Center near the Port 

of Palm Beach. The Center educates the public about the manatee. During the winter months there is an observation 

deck on the north side of the building and one can observe manatee basking in the warm water outflows from the 

Florida Power and Light Companyôs Riviera Beach Next Generation Clean Energy Center. 

Manatee season began on November 15th and ends on March 31st 2019. Remember. Enjoy them while they are here.  

http://floridamarine.org/
http://www.fws.gov/notrhflorida/Manatee/manatee.htl


HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC 7038 & 7046 

Submitted by Tony Petriello, SO-IS,                                        

Division 5 

This is the third and last article in the series of ñHow to Complete Electronic Formsò. Other commonly used 

forms are the 7038 (Vessel Examinations) and the 7046 (Program Visits) 

                                                                                                                                                            

Getting Started 

All forms are found on the District 7 web site at http://uscga-district-7.org/. At the home page locate Forms 

on the  header bar, click on it, a drop-down dialog box will appear. Click on Electronic Forms. 

 

 

¶ You CAN NOT enter multiple days on same VE form     

ß    Example: you do 3 VEs on Monday and 2 on Tuesday you must fill out a separate 7038                                      
    for each day, same applies to program visits. 

¶ On the 7038 you must enter in the remarks section the location and date you started the activity and 
any other information you feel needed to explain 

¶ ALL ACTIVITY MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE MISSION COMPLETION 

¶ Detailed instructions are on page 2 of the 7038 form 

http://uscga-district-7.org/


HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC 7038 & 7046 

Do not leave blank, 
enter a 0 (zero) if 
there were no High 
Focus or 1st Time 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜ 

¸ƻǳǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ C{h-L{ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 



HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC 7038 & 7046 

¦Ǉ ǘƻ мр ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ                  
ǘƻǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ 
 

LŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мр Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ                 
wŜǇƻǊǘ bǳƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ                      
ǎǳōƳƛǧŀƭǎΦ 

5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŘŦ ŦƻǊƳ 

¸ƻǳǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ C{h-L{ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 



HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC 7038 & 7046 

Both the 7038 and the 7046 should be submitted electronically. No printing or 
copying is needed. 

Do not take a photo and send it, most times it is illegible.   

§ It is the members responsibility to check your forms for accuracy and 
completion 

§     The FSO-IS will check them before entry in AUXDATA 

§    Any errors or mistakes and the form will be returned to the member   
     for correction 

§    The FSO-IS will not correct your errors 

Remember to click-after you checked you work 

You may use any browser you wish. Personally, I have had the most success 
with Google Chrome.  

Vessel Inspection 

Program Visitation 



Submitted by  Kristi Mackey, FC  
Flotilla 11-10 
Photos by Rob Bonnem 

Touch a TruckðPalm Harbor 

On Saturday, November 9, 2019, Flotilla 11-10 participated in the Touch a Truck. The event featured dozens of                                       
different vehicles from all over the Tampa Bay area.  We had approximately 300 people board the USCG vessel and 
gave out 200  tattoo stickers to the youngsters.   
 
The following Auxiliarists participated:  Rob Bonnem, Keith Betzing, Harry ñBudò Heiser, Gordon Thomas, Allen 
Leimbach, Jim Ryder, Wally Weakley, Daniel Paolillo, Charles Whitener, JoAnne Frey 



Dunedin Holiday Parade 

Submitted by  Kristi Mackey, FC  
Flotilla 11-10 
Photos by Kristi Mackey and Walt Murray 

An Old Fashioned Christmas & Holiday Parade was held on  Saturday, December 14, 2019 in the city of 
Dunedin. The following Auxiliary members from Flotilla 11-10 had a great time decorating the US Coast 
Guard boat that participated in the parade. They handed out over 70 candy canes to the crowd. 
 
Auxiliarists:  Rob Bonnen, JoAnne Frey, Joan Gutet, Teresa Hughes, Kristi Mackey, Walt Murray, Daniel 
Paolillo, Ron ShebanekðUSCG Mccarty & Oyola Maldonado 



Submitted by Linda Jones, 
SO-PA  Division 15 

National Safe Boating Week Program Award 

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 15-1 of Crystal River was presented the District 7 Best Flotilla                     
National Safe Boating Week Program Award for 2019. USCG Capt. Matthew Thompson, Commander,                            
Sector St. Petersburg, and USCG Commander John Briggs, Director of the Auxiliary District 7,                             
presented the plaque and banner to the flotilla's bridge officers at the Division 15 Change of Watch                            
banquet. The annual banquet was held at Citrus Hills Country Club in Lecanto, Florida, on November 16. This 
is an outstanding achievement for Flotilla 15-1.  Bravo Zulu! 

Pictured:  USCG Commander John Briggs, Director of Auxiliary - District 7, Jack Neely, Vince Maida, Larry 
Taylor, Joey Cardona, Andy Render, Linda Jones, USCG Capt. Matthew Thompson, Commander - Sector St. 
Petersburg, Larry Berman, Diane Berman, Robert Fabich, Sr., and Don Jones. 

Taken by:  Dennis Skonecki 15-8 


