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A special thanks is extended to the following SO-HR Officers for their dedication and service to  

District 7.   
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The HR Department is pleased to welcome the following  HR Officers.  
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Submitted by Otto Spielbichler, Flotilla 54 

Photo Credit NOAA and Valerie Pleasanton 

BEACH GOERS LEAVING SOUTH FLORIDA  

Thatôs not exactly the headlines in local newspapers but itôs close. The same message has been seen and 

heard on television and radio stations in the past few weeks. Residents are quoted as reporting that 

beaches are ugly, there is a foul smell in the air and sand is covered by vegetation that is washing 

ashore. It is difficult for beach goers to walk on the beach and snowbirds are leaving the state earlier 

than usual. What is the cause of these complaints ?   SARGASSUM!! 

Sargassum, a seaweed that floats in salt water is the cause of the disasters quoted by Floridians and 

visitors and it appears that many of those      

reporting the seaweed are just becoming aware 

of its existence. But the sargassum causing             

current beach problems was first reported by                                   

Christopher Columbus in 1492 when he                          

discovered the New World. He reported an              

extremely large area of sea grasses that was                        

difficult to sail  through. Today, the area still             

exists and is called the Sargasso Sea. The Sea 

has been declared a necessary and valuable part 

of the marine environment.   

In 2005 NOAA scientists towed a net though a sargassum habitat and in just one fifteen-minute period 

collected over 3,000 fish and 180 pounds of  Sargassum. (search https://oceanexplorer .noaa.gov/). 

The report continues éò seagrass mats can 

stretch for mileséproviding food, refuge and 

breeding grounds for an array of critters such as 

fishes, sea turtles, marine birds, crabs, shrimp 

and more. Some animals, like the Sargassum 

Fish, live their whole lives only in this habitat. 

Sargassum serves as a primary nursery area for a 

variety of commercially important fish such as                

mahi-mahi (dolphin), jacks, and amberjacks. 

When Sargassum loses its buoyancy, it sinks to 

the sea floor, providing energy in the form of 

carbon to fishes and  invertebrates in the deep 

seaò.  

The NOAA report continues, ñbecause of its                        

ecological importance, Sargassum has been                            

designated as Essential Fish Habitat which affords these areas special protection.ò  Sargassum, NOAA 

notes, ñhas been poorly studied because it is so difficult to sample. Further research is needed to                       

understand, protect, and best conserve this natural resource.ò Ocean Explorer).  

Florida Atlantic University Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute staff member Brian LaPointe has 

studied Sargassum for over a decade and acknowledges that in recent years warming oceans and                              

excessive nutrients, the volume of Sargassum has increased in the oceans starting from the equator and 

north beyond Florida.  Florida is experiencing problems because the Gulf Stream carries the increasing 

volume of the seaweed close to the Floridaôs south eastern coast line. The ultimate solution to                           

controlling Sargassum, according to La Point is to ñcut off the nutrientsò. Governmental agencies with 

large resources will have to deal with climate change but residents of Caribbean nations and the United 

States can play an important role in dealing with sea grasses on beaches.  



BEACH GOERS LEAVING SOUTH FLORIDA  

Individual home owners, for example, have created green lawns along the coasts. Green lawns are not 

natural to ocean front areas. Most lawns grow in dirt, dirt that must replace or be mixed with  existing 

sand. Grass must be planted and cared for with 

chemical nutrients and fertilizers. Insecticides and 

pesticides are also necessary to control critters that 

consume grass. Many chemicals are applied in       

abundance. Rain water often washes the excess into 

waters adjacent to the ocean. Some chemicals                

stimulate the growth of vegetation living in the          

water. Other chemicals kill not only pests on land but 

some that live in nearby ocean waters.  

Lawns can be replaced with native vegetation. Lawns 

can be maintained. Measures need to be taken to 

control the use of chemicals to stimulate growth and 

control pests. Thatôs what residents can do by paying 

attention to what they do on their property. We are 

part of the problem; and should become part of the 

solution. Community agencies and volunteer groups 

can also help. 

 

Instead of removing Sargassum from beaches,                       

communities that clean beaches can accelerate a 

natural process of decay and rotting of grasses 

by crushing or grinding up sea grasses on a 

beach and letting it blend in the beach sands. 

You can help by becoming a member of a clean-

up group.  

True, the suggestions are ordinary, but they are 

things individuals can do. So, do your part by 

decorating your property in an  environmentally  

safe manner, participating in beach rehabilitation projects or supporting regulating agencies legislation 

or by contributing funds to support environmental efforts.  



HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC ANSC 

Submitted by Tony Petriello, SO-IS,  

Division 5 

AUXDATA is a web-based management tool used to capture and report the Auxiliaryôs operational and 

administrative activity. There are numerous forms that records activity and this information is entered 

into AUXDATA by the Flotillaôs Information Services Officer (FSO-IS). The purpose of this primer is to 

acquaint you to the proper method of completing a 7029. This is the form you will most often use as a 

member. It is used to record all activity not recorded on other Mission Forms. 

ñISò Officers are responsible for the accurate collection and recording of all member information and 

Mission activity. Information Services Officers are the subject matter experts to keep officers and             

members advised on information needed to manage units. The Auxiliary Manual (COMDTINST 

M16790.1G) is the instruction for all Coast Guard Auxiliary mission activity. 

All forms are found on the District 7 web site at http://uscga-district-7.org/. At the home page locate 
Forms on the header bar, click on it, a drop-down dialog box will appear. Click on Electronic Forms. 

What You Can Do Here 

¶ Enter your 7029 Member Activity on computer 

§ Enter day-by-day, or all at once! 

§ Submit your data to your FSO-IS with one click! 

§ Say goodbye to paper or PDF 7029 forms forever! 

 

How Does It Work? 

¶ You type in your activity information, we remember it. 

¶ You do the work, we do the math! Automatically! 

¶ Nothing to print; You get a copy via email. 

The ANSC 7029 Form 

http://uscga-district-7.org/


HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC 7029 

How Do I Get Started? 
From the Electronics Form Page, Click on: ANSC 7029 - Webform 7029 (Online 7029) icon at the  right   

¶ Log in with your member number and "eDirectory" password; 

¶ No E-Directory password? Select "Obtain Password" to the left; 

¶ Click on "7029 Form Access"; 

¶ First-time users: read the Instructions! 

¶ Click on 7029 - Version 1.1 to open your personal dashboard. 

¶ At bottom of page; Click "NEW" to start a blank form; ñCOPYò to retrieve a pre-
vious month, or ñOPENò to edit current one 

¶ BE SURE TO HIT "SAVE" (bottom of form) OFTEN! 

Categories 

¶ Mission code 99A ï only elected and appointed officers use 99A 

¶ Mission code 99B ï Recreational Boating Safety 

ß    Patrols, ATON missions, Program Visits, PA, VE, PE 

 

YOU ONLY ENTER PREP AND TRAVEL ON THE 7029 

THE ACTUAL MISSION WAS ENTERED ON A 7030, 7038 (VE), or 7046(PV) 



HOW TO COMPLETE AN ELECTRONIC 7029 

Categories 

 

¶ Mission code 99C ïMarine Safety and Environment 

¶   Marine Environmental Protection 

¶   Marine Safety 

¶ Mission code 99D ï Member Training 

¶   All time spent in studying, reading 

¶   Travel, prep, and time in class for any Member 

¶   Training Class except Mandated Workshops which are reported by instructor on 7030 

¶ Mission code 99E is used for 

¶   Coast Guard Operational support travel & prep 

¶   Attending meetings ïmeeting time, prep, travel (non officer) 

¶   Attending any committee meetings - meeting time, prep, travel (non officer) 

¶   Mentoring ï meeting time, prep, travel 

1.    Automatically entered by system 

2.    Remember to include miles traveled.  If you claim miles then do not claim gas charg-
es, just  tolls and parking 

Other expenses could include uniform cleaning, etc. 

When form is completed 

Check the box for FSO-IS 

To save form, click on save 

To send form click on submit 
 
A copy will be sent to your E-mail address 

Automatically totals your entrees  



Flotilla 52 Reaches 1,000 Student Milestone 

By Gregory Barth,  FC                       
Jupiter Guardian, Flotilla 52 



Flotilla 52 Reaches 1,000 Student Milestone 

By Gregory Barth, FC                                
Jupiter Guardian, Flotilla 52 

June 22, 2019 was a very important "About Boating Safely" Class for our flotilla. Back in the beginning 

of 2016 we totally reorganized and revitalized both our "About Boating Safely" (ABS) Classes and 

"Boating Skills & Seamanship" (BS&S) Classes.  

We dramatically increased our qualified instructors, revised our presentations, considerably increased 

the use of props and got our paperwork prioritized to get everything processed quickly and accurately.  

Along the way we did a lot of tweaking that included hand-outs, posters, Internet posts and internet 

advertising. The classes were split where the majority of the ABS Classes were taught at the                              

Loxahatchee River Center. Some outside locations included classes for the Naval Sea Cadets. BS&S is 

taught at the Jupiter High School.  

We teach eleven or more Saturday ABS Classes per year. For BS&S we teach two eight night classes a 

year. This particular class on 22 JUN 2019 included 32 students and five instructors. That was enough 

to put us well over the one-thousand student milestone in the last three and a half years.  

Some interesting info was that of the 32 students, 24 were under 17 years of age. One of our goals since 

the tragic loss of Austin Blu and Perry J Cohen was to reach younger boaters.  

When we look at the three-and-a-half-year period, almost half of our students have been under 17. This 

year so far, we are over 60%. Goal achieved. I want to thank the Tequesta Police Department for                        

bringing 14 students from their Summer Youth Program to this class. After passing the tests they took 

them the following day for boat rides on the TPD boat.  

Another Mid-week ABS Class 

On Monday 3, Jun 2019 Flotilla 52 gave a private ñAbout Boating Safelyò class at the Loxahatchee River 
Center. We had eight boys attending, all were  friends with the youngest being 12 and the oldest being 
thirteen. Instructors were Norm Sheriff, Bob DiPaolo, Angela Pomaro and me. 
  
Thank you all for teaching this challenging class. All eight students passed and earned their cards.  

Instructor, Bob DiPaolo  



AustinBlu Fishing Tournament 

By Gregory Barth, FC                            
Jupiter Guardian, Flotilla 52 

On Saturday 15 June 2019 Flotilla 52 set up a booth at the Loxahatchee River Center for the Austin Blu 

Fishing Tournament.  

The aim of the family-friendly tournament was to support the education and outreach efforts of the                  

AustinBlu Foundation, which is dedicated to teaching people about the importance of safety on the                             

water. Over 100 kids and parents attended and we, the Auxiliary, as always helped to promote Boating 

Safety.  

Gregory Barth, FC, left, and Mark Cleveland 

VFC give the presentation at the Friday Night 

Captainsô Meeting  

From left: Mark Cleveland VFC, Blu Stephanos 

of the Austin Blu Foundation and Gregory 

Barth FC  



Capt. Niels P. Thomsen Innovation.Award Auxiliary Achievement 

Submitted by Alvaro Ferrando, 
BA-PVS 

The Coast Guard honored a group of exceptional innovators whose ideas have helped make the Coast Guard more ready, 
relevant and responsive with Capt. Niels P. Thomsen Innovation Awards. The ceremony took place during the Senior 
Leadership Conference held April 25, 2019, at Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

The awards, named after the Coast Guard innovator who invented the buoy chain stopper which dramatically improved                                 
the safety of buoy tending operations, are presented in the areas of Science and Technology; Operations and Readiness; 
Administration, Training and Support; Management; and Culture Change. This yearôs awards also included an Auxiliary 
Achievement Award to recognize the efforts of Coast Guard Auxiliary. The awards were presented by the commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral. Karl Schultz, and Master Chief Petty Officer Jason Vanderhaden. 

During the ceremony, Admiral Schultz spoke about the determination of Coast Guard personnel to improve the service                
as well as the delivery of services to its members, saying, ñOur members are taking their smarts, their savvy, and their 
passion to make a better Coast Guard and turning it into action-oriented projects.ò 

Reflecting on the efforts of the Innovation Program to inspire and recognize the serviceôs innovators, Schultz shared that 
he is ñtruly proud of the efforts and work being done to spark the flame in men and women throughout the Coast Guard 
to continue to look for ways to better the service, the delivery of services to our people, and provide the taxpayer an even 
higher return on investment.ò  

The Capt. Niels P. Thomsen Innovation Awards are hosted annually through the Coast Guard Innovation Program, a 
part of the Office of Research, Development, Test and Evaluation (RDT&E). Nominations are submitted through Coast 
Guard_Ideas@Work (https://cg-ideasatwork.ideascalegov.com/) and final award winners are determined by the Coast 
Guard Innovation Council. 

ñEach year, the Capt. Niels P. Thomsen Innovation Awards honor the most forward-thinking members of the Coast 
Guard. The commandant implores us to take bold steps toward a forward-thinking service, and this year's winners                                
represent the results of that call to action,ò remarked Wendy Chaves, RDT&E program manager. ñOn behalf of the Coast 
Guard RDT&E and Innovation Program, congratulations to the award winners on their creativity, innovation, and                         
initiative.ò 

Auxiliary Achievement  

Safety Awareness Program for Uninspected Passenger Vessels and Bareboat Charters ï Auxiliarist Alvaro Ferrando 

Ferrando developed a safety awareness program to promote education for uninspected passenger vessels and                     
bareboat charters in response to a significant increase in passenger for hire operations in Sector Miami, Florida. This 
effort set out to contact uninspected passenger vessel and bareboat charter operators through social media, industry 
workshops and increased dock walk activities. The program has built a line of communication between industry and       
operators with a successful social media presence and informed approximately 200 individuals on the legal process for 
handling uninspected passenger vessels and bareboat charters. 

 

Master Chief Petty Officer Jason Vanderhaden 
and Adm. Karl Schultz, commandant of the 
Coast Guard presented the Auxiliary Achieve-
ment Award to Auxiliarist Alvaro Ferrando.                
Ferrando was recognized for the Safety                     
Awareness Program for Uninspected Passenger 
Vessels and Bareboat Charters that he                              
developed.  

The Coast Guard recognized a group of exceptional innovators 
with Capt. Niels P. Thomsen Innovation Awards during the 
Senior Leadership Conference held April 25, 2019, at Coast 
Guard Headquarters in Washington D.C. In attendance to               
accept the awards were, from left, Trevor Shaffer, Scott                      
Sherman, Lt. Cmdr. Dana Schulman, Lt. Cmdr. Daniel Kahn, 
Lt. Matthew Pinhey, Lt. Cmdr. Daniel Sweigart, Lt. Gregory 
Hersh, Lt. Cmdr. Ryan Lampe, Auxiliarist Alvaro Ferrando and 
Boatswainôs Mate 1st Class Andrew Carlson.  

U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Loumania 
Stewart. 

https://cg-ideasatwork.ideascalegov.com/


Contributed by Patrick Kellner. 
Edited by Karen Miller, SO-MT         
Division 11   

Growing up in Clearwater Florida, my parentôs home 
lay directly beneath the flight path of Coast Guard air 
assets inbound and outbound to and from Air Station 
Clearwater. Day and night I would hear and see the 
Coast Guard flying overhead. When visiting my fatherôs 
work on Island Estates, I would pass by the Aquarium 
which was where one of the old Point Class cutters was 
home ported. These two things coupled with my                        
familyôs military history pre dating the Revolution, I 
knew I would serve my country in some form. As a 
young child I drew pictures of Coast Guard ships and 
planes fighting pirates and saving people from sharks 
by shooting them with spear guns or running them over 
with boats (which was I thought the CG did). 

As the years went on I began to seriously consider the 
military; now I had to choose the Coast Guard or the 
Marines. My grandfather was in the Marines during 
WWII. He told me of the battles he fought in and where 
he had been but he always said, ñThe Navy was good for 
nothing but driving me across the ocean; it was the 
Coast Guard who put me on the beach and picked us up 
no matter what.ò So at the age of 18 I began talking 
with recruiters from every branch to see what they were 
selling. Things overseas seemed to be dying down (or so 
the news made it seem) in the Middle East and the last 
thing I wanted to do was train for a job that I might not 
get the chance to do. Right then I knew I wanted to join 
the Coast Guard.  

Growing up in Clearwater and seeing the men and 
women from Station Sand Key out there every day              
DOING something: towing, boarding boats, training, 
darting up and down the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) 
on the old Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats (RHIBs), inspired 
me. So I drove out to the recruiting office in St.                          
Petersburg and talked with a Senior Chief Boatswain 
Mate (BMCS) and a week later I signed the papers to 
join. Soon after I signed up, my  grandmotherôs cancer                      
relapsed and she went into Hospice. My recruiter 
worked some magic and put me on the Delayed Entry                               
Program (DEP), so I could spend time with my                                               
grandmother. He also offered some great words of                    
advice, ñHey you should join the Auxiliary. If you get 
Communications watch and boat crew qualified I can 
get you guarantied ñAò school right out of boot camp 
and you will come in with the rank of Seaman (E3) 
without having to  obligate time in service.ò  

Auxiliary 

To 

Active Duty 

Next thing you know Iôm taking boating classes at the 
marina in Dunedin and working on my Auxiliary boat 
Crew qualifications with Karen Miller and John Keyes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fast forward almost a year and I arrived in Cape May on 
the 5th of December 2006. I hate to say it but boot camp 
was absolutely boring for me. Having such a strong                           
military background in my family and having been in the 
Auxiliary it felt like the longest eight weeks of my life. 
That being said once they found out I was in the Auxiliary  



they pretty much left me alone; after all, how many                       
people show up to boot camp already boat crew                
qualified? They made me a squad leader and I passed 
the time reading all the letters the flotilla sent me                   
every day. 

After boot camp and two weeks of leave back in               
Clearwater, I was off to Yorktown for Boatswain Mate 
(BM) ñAò school. I thought eight weeks in Cape May 
was boringé.I was stuck in Yorktown for almost two 
months before my school started without a car. To 
pass the time before my class started I was sent to 
work for the Master at Arms painting, cutting grass, 
and setting up for events which definitely made days 
go by faster. Once school started time passed in the 
blink of an eye. Since I was coming straight from boot 
camp and everyone else was coming from the fleet, I 
had the last two picks off the duty station roster, 
Heavy Weather Station Erie, PA or Kodiak. Well-being 
a fresh Seaman Boatswain Mate (SNBM) I chose the 
heavy weather station.  

I arrived at Station Erie in July of 2007, where I                
qualified at watchstander, and basic crew on the 25ô 
Response Boat Small (RBS), 33ô RBS, 47ô Medium Life 
Boat (MLB), a Boarding Team member and Pursuit 
Crewmen. Upon winterôs arrival I experienced my first 
snow while on duty. Mid-winter we had ñhard waterò 
and I qualified as an Ice Rescue Crewmen. Station 
Erie had an enormous unit but we had only 13 people 
including command. We also had some amazing                             
Auxiliarists. One named Chuck Evans, who was prior 
Navy, had been coming in on the weekends to stand 
watch for over 20 years. Two others who I forgot their 
names were also fully qualified at the unit and helped 
augment the crew when they could.  

While at Erie I made Boatswain Mate Petty Officer 
Third Class (BM3), became an Ice Rescue Instructor, 
and the senior heavy weather crewman. I also tested 
new prototype equipment and boats for ice rescue. 
During one of these tests, both sponsors failed on a 
prototype ice rescue boat. This ñboatò was nothing 
more than a collapsible plastic deck sandwiched                  
between two sponsors with a 10hp Honda outboard 
motor strapped to the back. Since we were in our ice 
suits we jumped overboard and used ourselves as                 
flotation to keep the outboard out of the water. Luckily 
we only had to swim a few meters to solid ice where 
we pulled the boat out. Needless to say they went back 
to the drawing board with that one.  

In 2009 I was the station Navigation Petty Officer 
(NAV PO) and Weapons Officer. I also lateraled over 
to the new Maritime Enforcement Specialist (ME) 
rate. For such a small unit we worked A LOT of SAR 
cases both on Lake Erie and also inland water rescues. 
Iôve been at the helm of a 47ô when we got knocked on 
our side; which I do not recommend doing on Lake 
Erie in Decemberé.itôs a bit cold. For anyone who 
thinks the Great Lakes are a joke they are mistaken.  

While in Erie, I also was involved with the local Junior 
Reserve Officersô Training Corps (JROTC/ROTC) and 
Navy Sea Cadets and unit color guard. We had a lot of 
land at the station that these groups would come and 
camp out while that trained. During one of these                 
campouts in the summer of 2010, I met a young                  
female Marine named Ashley, who was working with 
the Sea Cadets. Well of course, I instantly fell head 
over heels for her and I somehow managed to                         
convince her to go on a date. We had an instant                          
connection and with less than a year left in Erie things 
were going great.  

My last weekend of duty came in the spring of 2011. 
We were all outside fishing, playing basketball, when 
we heard a huge explosion and saw smoke in the air 
coming from one of the local marinas. Without even 
changing back into our uniforms we got both boats 
underway and headed into the bay. While in route the 
station called to notify us that a boat had exploded 
while taking on fuel. Once we were on scene and                 
entered the marina, it was like we had entered a war 
zone. There sat a half sunk 40 foot motor yacht, split 
amidships and the top deck peeled from the hull. 
There were causalities in the water, in other boats and 
in the parking lot where they had been blown off the 
boat. We secured the fuel, set up a fire watch and 
made the area as safe as we could so we could begin 
rendering assistance to the injured. Luckily the local 
Fire Department arrived in under five-minutes and we 
set up a security zone. 

After Leaving Station Erie I assumed duties and the 
Weapons and Law Enforcement (WEPS/LE) Petty 
Officer at Station Freeport, Texas. While in Freeport I 
attended Boarding Officer School, Electromagnetic 
Radiation Hazards Level Two (RADHAZ LVL2) and 
Gulf Coast Fisheries Enforcement. I was promoted to 
Petty Officer Second Class and became the unitôs 
Mounted Automatic Weapons instructor. While there 
I worked daily with local law enforcement: conducting 
boardings, helping to serve warrants on houseboats, 
and conducting beach patrols for drug wash-ups. I 
became close friends with so many local cops and                  
improved CG and local police relations they allowed 
me to attend a SWAT officer training course. 

While in Texas I was on a boat crew that broke Sector 
records for longest continuous time underway for a 
single SAR crew and for distance off shore. We took a 
45ô Rescue Boat Medium (RBM) so far off shore we 
had no communications. The Air Station sent up a HC
-144 to keep an eye on us. We were about 90 nautical 
miles straight out of Freeport. The boat we had to tow 
back was a 40 foot center console with quad                         
outboards. They had lost hydraulics/steering and were 
stuck with them turned to port. Well, getting out there 
only took us a little over three-hoursé.getting back 
took another 12+. We had to use a drogue to keep the 
tow straight and after doing fuel calculations we had 
to make clutch speed the whole way back.  

 

To 



 In 2013 I married Ashley who had moved down to Texas soon after I reported and in 2014 we had a little girl named 
Megan. We LOVED Texas so much I extended my tour by a year. In 2016 I departed Station Freeport and accepted 
orders to my current unit. The Coast Guard Academy Police Department where I am one of the senior Patrolman, the 
Training Officer and Procurement Officer.  

In closing, I am very grateful for the time I spent with the Auxiliary. The time and effort so many people put into jump
-starting my career, I can only repay with passing on those crucial basic skills, advice, and mentorship that I received 
so many years ago. I hope that after I finish my time on active duty, I will be able to continue my service where it all 
started in the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  

 

V/R  

 

Patrick W. Kellner 

Maritime Enforcement Specialist 2nd Class 

United States Coast Guard Academy  

Police Forces.  

Patrick at Good Bye Meeting. 

To 



By  Steven Henkind, MD, 
Flotilla 11-10 
Submitted by Kristi Mackey,  

Gale in the North Sea 

I have been an offshore sailor for over 30 years and have dozens of offshore sailing trips under my keel, including two                                
transatlantic passages. I have experienced my share of heavy weather, including a 1500 mile offshore delivery on a 37 ft 
sailboat, beating upwind into 12 ï 18 ft waves, where conditions were so rough that sleep was impossible for three days 
and I began to hallucinate. Eventually, I thought I was going to die. Correction, ñknewò I was going to die. Well, I guess I 
didnôt, because eventually we did pull into port. 
 
This spring, I had the opportunity to sail in European waters. The trip began with pleasant weather as we left Ports-
mouth, England, en route to Oslo, Norway. As we left the English Channel, and headed into the North Sea, we received a 
weather forecast that predicted strong winds (30+ knots) and associated waves. While on watch, I observed that, within 
the course of slightly more than two hours, the barometer had plummeted by over .10 inches. This is a massive drop ï 
indeed, if we were in the tropics (which we were not), a drop of this magnitude would typically be associated with an              
approaching hurricane. As it turns out, the forecast wasnôt quite correct. In particular, the wind didnôt stop in the low 30s 
ï it built to 40+ knots and seas rapidly increased to 10 to 15 feet. The meteorological definition of a gale is sustained 
winds of 34 knots and over. We were already well beyond that. What were we going to do? Was the weather going to      
continue to deteriorate? If things got worse, would we need to call the Coast Guard? Wait a second: I am in the Coast 
Guard, and I was on a Coast Guard ship ï the USCGC EAGLE. 
 
USCGC EAGLE is the flag ship of the United States Coast Guard. The ship is a 295 foot long sailing vessel (technically 
classified as a Barque). Built in Nazi Germany, and commissioned in 1936, the ship was taken by the United States as a 
war prize at the end of World War II. It was then sailed back to the U.S. (by German sailors and officers, under U.S.                      
command), where it was given to the Coast Guard. 
 
EAGLE serves two major purposes ï it is the primary training ship for the Coast Guard and it also serves a public                     
relations role as a goodwill ambassador during many of its port calls. The ship is generally sailed in North Atlantic                      
waters, up and down the East Coast, between Canada and the Caribbean Sea. Periodically, however, EAGLE makes much 
longer voyages with trips through the Panama Canal (to the West Coast), and ñacross the pondò to Europe. The 2019 
schedule was chosen to coincide with the 75th anniversary of D Day and, accordingly, EAGLE was scheduled for                                   
numerous port calls in Europe. 
 
EAGLEôs 2019 summer cruise began in early April with a passage from Baltimore, Maryland to Portsmouth, England, 
where I joined the ship. For the past thirteen years, I have served as Temporary Assignment Duty (TAD) crew on the ship 
with the specific job of being a qualified QMOW (Quartermaster of the Watch) and navigation instructor. The shipôs               
enlisted personnel and officers generally spend somewhere between two to four years on the ship é so, with thirteen 
years under my belt, I do bring a bit of long term perspective to the mix. Typically, I stand two 4 hour QMOW watches a 
day and, when not on watch, I will assist with navigation training, or sail handling (during ñSail Stationsò). Relaxation it 
is not the word that comes to mind ï EAGLE is NOT a cruise ship! 
 
The evening before our departure, we had a reception for various diplomats (including the U.S. Ambassador to the UK) 
and high level naval officers from a variety of countries. As you might imagine, security was tight. Very tight. The ship 
was carefully inspected before the reception (including by bomb sniffing dogs) and a number of agents from the British 
Secret Service were posted in various locations, on the ship, and ashore. It felt like we were in a James Bond movie. 
 
The next morning, we departed Portsmouth and headed east into the English Channel In addition to the full time EAGLE 
crew and officers, we also had, on board, over a dozen TAD crew, a mix of sailors from other tall ships (EAGLE does                                          
frequent ñexchange programsò), and some civilian guests. Early in the afternoon, we conducted ñSchool of the Shipò 
which included my annual trip up the rig, to ñThe Tops.ò As we headed down the Channel, a particular high point was 
passing the white cliffs of Dover. Now, as for that gale: heavy weather is not a big deal for EAGLE ï the ship has dealt 
with far worse (including a hurricane during its passage back from Germany, after the war). We reduced sail to the upper 
and lower topsails, which decreased the stress on the rig, but allowed us to maintain good speed. In general, we prefer to 
have strong winds off our stern, as opposed to on our bow, and, although the wind strength was more than we had                     
expected, the direction was favorable. As conditions deteriorated, we ñSet the Heavy Weather Bill,ò which essentially 
means that additional hatches were secured, equipment was more tightly secured with additional lashings, and safety 
lines were rigged, for personnel to hold onto as they walked along the weather (i.e., outside) decks. 
 
Eventually a pipe was made that ñWeather Decks are secured except for personnel on watch.ò Basically, this meant that, 
unless you had to a job to do on deck, you had to stay inside. As a QMOW, I did indeed have a job to do, on deck ï I was 
responsible to stand navigational watches. Conditions on deck for the 0000 -0400 watch could be described as                    
miserable: the temperature was in the mid to low 30s, there were frequent blasts of hail and sleet, and salt water sprayed 
across the deck. I was wearing two layers of thermal underwear, my ODUs, a fleece sweater, an ocean grade foul weather 
jacket, and a thick wool hat ï and I still got chilled. Although I could do most of my duties in the relative comfort of the  
pilot house, I did need to periodically go to the stern of the ship in order to gather weather data. This was exciting, to say 
the least, since it entailed going outside the relative safety of the lifelines and carefully working my way, along slick decks,  
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in order to get the wet and dry bulb readings. It was a long watch and I was glad to be relieved by the oncoming                            
0400-0800 QMOW. Conditions below deck were not too bad ï except that, for some reason, the shipôs heating system 
wasnôt keeping up with the cold temperatures. Many of the crew, including yours truly, slept in their clothing and piled 
on additional extra layers.  Remember ï EAGLE is not a cruise ship! 
 
A little spice was added to the adventure when Ensign Snuggs, the Officer of the Deck at the time, noticed that the fore 
upper topsail was beginning to rip. Up into the rig went the assigned crew and the sail was dutifully taken in and secured 
to the yard (after the blow, the damaged sail was removed, and repairs were performed, on deck). 
 
There is something beautiful, indeed majestic, about a fully developed sea state. When the visibility improved, we were 
treated to one of the great spectacles of nature. Despite the heavy winds and seas, the shipôs ride was actually quite                          
comfortable. EAGLE was designed as an ocean going vessel and, when handled properly, heavy weather can be both                   
relatively safe and fun. Yes, the gale was fun - cold temperatures and assorted precipitation notwithstanding.   
 
All storms must come to an end. The heavy weather began to subside after about 36 hours and, eventually, we resumed 
the normal shipôs routine. Five days after our departure from England, we entered Oslo Fjord. Since I had done the mid 
watch the night before (i.e., 0000-0400), I had late racks, so didnôt get to enjoy the entire transit through the fjord, but 
the few hours that I did see were spectacular. We pulled into Oslo at about 1000 and spent a few days in this beautiful 
city before heading to port calls in Kiel, Germany, and then Copenhagen, Denmark. I flew home from Copenhagen after 
being on the ship for about three weeks ï tired, but none the worse for wear. This may have been my best trip on EAGLE, 
ever! 
 
Highlights of the Trip:  1) Enjoying the gale in the North Sea. 2) The food, this year, was amazing. Thanks to Chief                 
Johnson! 
 
Scariest Moments of the Trip:  Seeing the price of anything, and everything, in Oslo. They are not kidding when they say 
itôs expensive in Scandinavia! 


